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Pre K 
This month our Pre K class had a visit from a tricky leprechaun!  This sneaky little 
leprechaun left their room in a mess, but he also left them a pot of gold filled with 
candy!  Students also wrote about how lucky they were to be a part of Akron 
Elementary School.  Math lessons will help Pre K students continue to work with 
numbers and they will begin to learn about length, weight, capacity and numbers 
through five.  They will also learn about plants and measuring.  Everyone has just 
planted sunflowers, zinnias and impatiens.  They are hoping that by growing some 
beautiful spring flowers, the warm weather will be here soon! 
 
Kindergarten 
This time of year reminds us just how lucky we are to be able to watch students 
learn and grow each day!  The students have made so much progress since the 
beginning of the year and still have more opportunities to grow academically and 
socially before the end of the school year.  March brings a rainbow of curriculum 
for the littlest of the Akron Elementary leprechauns.  They have been working on 
Math module 4:  Numbers Pairs, Addition and Subtraction.  They have learned to 
use number bonds and number sentences to represent addition and subtraction after 
listening to word problems.  Classes have also begun their informational writing 
unit.  During this unit, students had opportunities to explore facts through texts, 
videos and their five senses.  They learned what a fact is, how to write facts, and 
became experts on various topics.  By the end of this unit, the students will also 
have the opportunity to draw, write, and share their own informative texts about 
tigers!  Also, the students learned that March comes in lion and out like a lamb.  
This was a great conversation to have during their CKLA unit on Weather and the 
Seasons.  They explored the different characteristics and weather patterns that are 
found in each season.  
Overall it has been a great month to be in kindergarten.  Classes celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day with games, books and STEM challenges.  They even got to create 
traps to try to catch those sneaky leprechauns!  They had some outside fun at the 



first signs of spring and rounded out the month with a Spring party before that 
much needed Spring recess! 
 
Grade 1 
Spring is a wonderful time of the year in first grade.  The students continue to 
blossom in different ways everyday 
The ELA domain, Animals and Habitats will introduce students to the wonder of 
the natural world by focusing on the interconnection of all living things with their 
physical environment and with one another.  Students will learn what a habitat is 
and will also learn to identify specific types of habitats and their related 
characteristics.  They will learn, for example, that animals and plants typically live 
in those habitats to which they are best suited, often developing unique 
characteristics or features that enable them to specifically adapt to the climate and 
conditions of a given environment. 
First grade students are currently writing an opinion piece about their favorite 
special class.  Each student is required to write an opening sentence, give three 
reasons with details to support their opinion and then use a “wrap up” sentence to 
close the writing piece. 
Students recently completed Math Module 5, Identifying, Comparing, and 
Partitioning Shapes.  Students were asked to consider part-whole relationships 
through a geometric lens.  The module opened with students identifying the 
defining parts or attributes of two and three dimensional shapes, building on their 
kindergarten experiences of sorting, analyzing, comparing, and creating various 
two and three dimensional shapes and objects.  They also related geometric figures 
to equal parts and named the parts as halves and fourths.  The module closed with 
students applying their understanding of halves to tell time to the hour and half 
hour. 
 
Grade 2 
Second grade students are excited to learn how to write in cursive.  Each day they 
learn how to write 1 -2 new lower case letters.  They can’t wait to be able to 
actually “sign” their names when they learn the upper case letters!  All classrooms 
continue to practice 2 and 3 digit addition and subtraction with regrouping. 
Teachers continue to stress the importance of practicing their basic facts daily.  As 



they practice learned skills they begin an introduction to multiplication using  
equal groups, and repeated addition and arrays. 
 
Grade 3 
Third graders are trying to make “ice cream sundaes” on their lockers to show off 
their mastery of multiplication facts.  A part of the sundae is added if the students 
has mastered another factor.  Multiplication and Area (Module #4) are the main 
topics in all classes.  Students are learning the formula for the area of a rectangle.  
This module will be completed in the near future and Module #5 will deal with 
fractions.  Students are also working on reading passages and answering questions 
based on the text.  They need to make an echo response with a claim.  The claim or 
answer then needs to be supported with two details from the text.  Students are also 
learning about sentence starters and using quotation marks.  Classes continue to 
learn about continents, oceans and individual map skills.  Science studies include a 
study of animal characteristics using the Amplify Science program. 
 
Grade 4 
Fourth graders have been SLAM DUNKING for March Math Madness.  Each 
class is competing against one another in a math competition.  As they complete 
math problems, they earn basketballs (ping Pong balls) to SLAM DUNK in 
another classroom’s basketball hoop.  The excitement has built over the past month 
and the students have been extremely motivated to work on their math skills.  Stop 
by the fourth grade hallway.  It is decorated in all things basketball!  In addition, 
fourth graders are learning about the Middle Ages.  They are learning about the 
different roles members of society took on.  Living in a castle was not as 
wonderful and luxurious as some may think.  Medieval castles were built for 
protection and were dark, cold, and gloomy.  Students are excited to learn about 
this fascinating time in history. 
 
Grade 5 
Fifth graders have spent this month reflecting on all of the things that make them 
lucky.  They “jazzed up” their hallway with their work and invite everyone to stop 
by and enjoy all that they have done.  Students continue to read The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham - 1963 and learn about figurative language.  It is exciting to see the 
“light bulbs” go off as they realize how much figurative language they use in their 



daily lives!   Math classes are now learning how to multiply and divide fractions.  
They have recently completed their science unit on the Patterns of the Earth and 
Sky and are beginning a new unit, Modeling Matter.  Students will become food 
scientists and study the effects of red dye in foods while learning about matter.  
Finally, in social studies, students are beginning to learn about the three branches 
of government. 


